Epoxyquinomicins A, B, C and D were first isolated from Amycolatopsis sp. MK299-95F4 as weak antibiotics ( Histidine decarboxylase is considered to be involved in the mechanism of inflammation by producing histamine. Lecanoric acid was isolated from a fungus as a histidine decarboxylase inhibitor4^. A synthetic analogue, SD-170 (Fig. 2) , with a peptide bond in place of the ester bond of lecanoric acid, was 150 times stronger than lecanoric acid in the inhibition of histidine decarboxylase5). SD-170 inhibited delayed-type hypersensitivity in mice5) and phorbol ester-induced tumor promotion in mice6). In view of the structural similarity between epoxyquinomicins and peptide-type lecanoric acid analogues, we studied the inhibition of histidine decarboxylase7~9) by epoxyquinomicins.
inflammatory agents. The modeof action appears to be different from that of commonNSAIDs(non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs)3), since epoxyquinomicins C and D did not inhibit cyclooxygenase-1 at the concentration of 300 /iu. The mechanism of the antiarthritic effect has not been elucidated for epoxyquinomicins.
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As shown in polyethylene glycol. The mixture was incubated at 37°C for 5hours, after which 1ml of 1 n NaOHwas added. The mixture was saturated with solid NaCl, and shaken with 2 ml of ft-butanol; and then after centrifugation, the organic phase was extracted with 1 ml of0.1 n HC1. The extract was finally washed with l ml of^-heptane. The histamine content in the acid extract was estimated by the method of Shore8). A 80ji\ volume of 10n NaOHwas added to the HC1 whole extract, followed by 66ji\ of 1% o-phthalaldehyde-methanol solution (OPT reagent). After 5 minutes, the mixture was acidified with 150^1 of 3.5N 
